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Sanitation workers have been the cleaning of sewer and septic tanks providing safe working conditions

foundation of the sanitation and provides legal framework for and ensuring welfare of the
improvement story of urban India. rehabilitation of manual sanitation workers, as they
scavengers. The Prohibition of continue providing essential
Sanitationsector and various Employment as Manual Scavengerservices, despite mounting risks to
services provided under it are & their RehabilitatiorRules, 2013  their health and safety. The ULBs
hazardous in nature some are and Solid Waste Management are a critical stakeholder
moderately hazardous while many Rules 2016, mandate the responsible for ensuring health,
of them are extremely hazardous. employers to provide safety and dignity of all sanitation

The working environment puts protectivegears and safety devicesworkers.

sanitation workers to a wide range to the employees. In 2019,

of health risks and diseases due to Ministry of Housing and Urban The current edition of Swachh
exposure to harmful pathogens,  Affairs MoHUA issued an advisory Surveksha2021has also
chemicals and sharp objects. to all states for establishing an emphasized on improving the
Consequently, there is an urgent Emergency Response Sanitation safety of sanitation workers. This
need to ensure safety aftbimane Unit (ERSU) in all cities/ Urban reckoner guides the ULBs to

working condition in all aspects Local Bodies (ULBs) with an ensure safety and dignity of

and activities of sanitation. objective to systemize human sanitation workers engaged in their
entry into sewer/ septic tank respective cities/ jurisdictions.

Under various legislations, ULBs through organization of a

are responsible for ensuring a safe professional, well trained, MoHUAwould like to acknowledge

working environment for the motivated and appropriately the contribution of Urban

sanitation workers. Prohibition of equipped establishment. Management Centre in developing

Employment as Manual Scavengers the ready reckoner.

& their RehabilitatiorAct,2013 The COVIR9 pandemic brings
has banned hazardous manual back the focus on importance of
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CPHEE®QCentral Public Health and Environmental
Engineeringrganisation

CT¢ Community Toilet

DA¥NULMc¢ DeendayaAntodayaYojana National
Urban Livelihoods Mission

EPRO YL 28SS3aQ t NPOARSY(U CdzyR
ERSW Emergency Response Sanitation Unit

IECc Information, Education and Communication

FCc Finance commission

FSSM, Fecal Sludge and Septage Management

FSTR, Fecal Sludge Treatment Plant

MoHUAC¢ Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

MoEFCGE Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change

NSDC, National Skill Developme@ouncil

List of abbreviations

PPE; Personal Protective Equipment
pPSER, Private Sewage Entry Professional
PSSQ Private Sanitation Servié@rganisation
PTc Public Toilet

QPc¢ Qualification Pack

RPLg Recognition of prior learning

RSA; Responsible Sanitation Authority
SBMc Swachh Bharat Mission

SER; Sewage Entry Professional

SOR; Standard Operating Procedure

STR; Sewage TreatmerRlant

SWMc SolidwasteManagement

U-LEARN Urban Livelihood4earning and Resource Network
ULBg Urban Local Body

MoHUA
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Need forensuring safety ofanitationworkers




1.1 Issues faced by sanitation workers

A Sanitationworkers are viewed as unclean
and stigmatized scantvalueis givento the
work they do.

A Litle or no protective equipment is
provided to them, leading to regular
accidentgesultingin fatalities

A Mismatch between high occupational
hazards and low skill level of sanitation
workforce

A Little support for rehabilitation and self-
employment

A Unfairanduntimelypayment of wages

A Lackof financialand socialsafetycoverage
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1.1 Issues faced by sanitation workers

A Poor contractual mechanismsand lack
of SOP# localgovernments

A Lackof awarenessand sensitivity for
sanitation ¢ 2 NJ Ssdfit among
serviceseekers

A No provision of insurance considering
the hazardous nature of sanitation

work

A No provision of periodic health check
ups

A Lackof facilitiesto maintain hygiene
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Sanitationworkers regularly deal with hazardouswaste and sometimes,enter high-risk confined spaceslike sewersand
septictanks, for cleaningand maintainingthe vast sanitationinfrastructure Theworking environmentexposeshem to a
wide rangeof healthrisksanddiseaseslue to harmful pathogenschemicalsand sharpobjects

Annual deaths per 1000 population
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Source: Salve PradedpafaiKaramcharign vicious cycle: A
Source: KamaleshkumarK & Murali, Lokesh & Prabhakaran, V & study in the perspective of castdpril2017
AnandhakumarG. (2016). Analyzing manual scavenging death rate
over a critical circumstances and methods to ensure safety.
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1.3 Recent media reports on sanitatign2 NJ| idid Q

Odisha: Sanitation worker dies of

In India, a sanitation worker dies every 5 asphyxiation after entering septic
days. Here's how to change that. tank

Rebecea Root The deceased, SK Muna was suffocated to death after he entered the septic
ter & Sanitation | [ Glogal Healh | | The Max Foundati ey [ vl gy tank at the house of one SK Anis of the village
| Slet e Max I ogundation Al g m 4 -
f <]
N
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Coronavirus: Sanitation Worker Forced to Drink
Disinfectant in UP’s Rampur, Dies

The incident took place after the victim mistakenly sprayed the disinfectant on a man, who then, along with
s aides, allegedly inserted the sanitising machine's pipe into the the sanitation worker's mouth, forcing

to drink the disinfectant.

‘Stigmatised, ostracised": Sanitation workers
in Tamil Nadu battle COVID-19

In recent days, many sanitation workers have tested positive for COVID-19 in Tamil Nadu.
With contract jobs and no pay during recovery, the workers battle societal stigma and
ostracisation.
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