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Dear Mission Directors, 

As part of MoHUA's continuing efforts to encourage cities to improve the status 
of urban sanitation under the ambit of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), we had released 
the ODF,ODF+, ODF++ and Water+ protocols to evaluate Urban Local Bodies(ULBs) 
on standardized parameters of sustainable sanitation. 

2. The Water+ Certification which is currently the highest certification that a city can 
achieve in sanitation aims to ensure that no untreated wastewater is discharged into 
water bodies/ open environment. 

3. TheWater+ protocol has now been further detailed out. The detailedrequirements · 
for achieving Water+ certification, and the Scoring Matrix to be used by the third-party 
assessor for evaluating ULBs is attached at Annexure 1 and Annexure 2 respectively. 

4. This is to request you to kindly circulate these revised conditions among all your 
ULBs and motivate them to work towards this highest certification, 

Encl: As above 
Yourssi~ 

~ ~~- :---..--;:- .. 
(Nav umar Agarwal) 

State Mission Directors - SBM-U: All States/ UTs 



Annexure -1 

Necessary infrastructure and regulatory conditions to be achieved before 
declaring a ULB/Development Area/ Cantonment Area as SBM Water+ 

1. To qualify for consideration of Water+ certification, the provisions of ODF+ and 
ODF++ need to be adhered to. In case of cities applying directly from ODF/ 
ODF+ to SBM Water+ protocol, they will be examined by third party agency for 
fulfilling the ODF++ protocols also 

2. The following necessary conditions are to be met in the ULB (Municipal 
Commissioner! Chief Executive Officer! Commanding Officer/ designated City 
Engineer to give a declaration in the prescribed format confirming these 
conditions): 

a. Sewage released from all toilets in the ULB/ Development Authority/ 
Cantonment Board Area is being discharged into a sanitary outlet i.e. an 
underground sewer or a septic tank with soak pit or a twin pit latrine (TPL). 

b. Any additional sullage (greywater) and/ or effluent from septic tank leaving 
the household premises is also being collected and discharged into a 
continuous municipal drain and/ or sewer which is further connected to 
STP for treatment and safe disposal; 

c. The functional capacity of sewage treatment plant is sufficient to treat 500 
litres per day per household (or 100 liters per person) of sewage through a 
decentralized or centralized treatment plant for atleast 70% of current 
population of the town which is either connected with sewer network and/ 
or municipal drains;Remaining 30% population (mainly in fringe area of 
the town) are having safe disposal of black and greywater through 
soakpits or community-based sewage treatment plants; 

d. Further, septage from unsewered area is also being treated in the existing/ 
upcoming STP through co-treatment or at newly constructed STP cum 
FSTP. However, where FSTPs are existing septage can be treated at the 
facility, provided STP is constructed for sewage treatment; 

e. Sufficient number of vehicles with haulage capacity exists within the ULB 
to meet the requirement of emptying septic tanks and management of 
their contents at regular interval of 3 years for the area not covered under 
sewer network. This shall be monitored with the help of geo-tagging of the 
septic tanks in the ULB/ Development area/ Cantonment area; 


